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within the mathematical community. It should be clear that the 
first and most essential historical task is to get the mathematical 
facts, trace their development, and seek relationships between 
them, the problems of their time, and the nature, background, 
and interests of the persons involved. Mathematicians are too 
prone to accept uncritically the folklore that has grown up in 
their subject. They have also tended, while stressing the im- 
portance of patterns and generalizations in their own subject, 
to be at best disinterested in, and at worst scornful of the search 
for patterns in the history of mathematics. I believe that a 
better understanding of mathematics and a broader view of its 
role can be had by seeking the answers to what some may call 
“historiographic” questions involving patterns of the evolution 
of mathematical ideas. It is unlikely that Kuhn’s theory of 
revolutions in science, Ms. Koppelman’ s taxonomy of patterns, 
or any other single theory will explain or represent all math- 
ematical developments. It is even less likely that these 
analyses will in themselves lead to any new advances. However, 
the theories, the taxonomies, and even more the discussions which 
they engender, can increase understanding and stimulate interest 
at many levels of study and instruction. These are goals greatly 
to be desired. 
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